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TRIBUTE TO HAL DAVID 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleas-
ure to rise in recognition of Hal David on the 
occasion of his 85th birthday. Hal’s philan-
thropic work in Los Angeles has made him a 
great asset to our community, and his profes-
sional career has touched the lives of count-
less people across the world. 

You may not know his name, and you may 
not know his face, but you all know Hal David. 
Hal is the lyrical mastermind behind countless 
musical hits. His lyrics include hits like ‘‘Rain-
drops Keep Falling on My Head,’’ ‘‘What the 
World Needs Now Is Love, Sweet Love,’’ ‘‘Al-
ways Something There to Remind Me,’’ and 
‘‘Do You Know the Way to San Jose’’. If 
you’re not already humming along, I’m sure 
you will be soon. The words are simple but 
the songs are moving and memorable. 

Hal says a lyricist must learn ‘‘not to fall in 
love with his own lines.’’ If that’s true, then 
he’s in a very small minority. Hal’s lyrical ge-
nius is widely recognized by both music 
aficionados and amateurs like me. His talent 
has earned him countless awards: four Acad-
emy Award nominations, with an Oscar for 
‘‘Raindrops’’ in the movie Butch Cassidy and 
the Sundance Kid; several Grammys, with 
three songs in the Grammy Hall of Fame; 20 
gold records, the Grammy Trustees Award, 
and more. He has also been elected to the 
Songwriter’s Hall of Fame, and currently 
serves as their Chairman of the Board. 

His songs span genres and generations. He 
is the author of lyrics to the film scores of 
Alfie, What’s New Pussycat, A House is not a 
Home, The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance, 
and Moonraker. His songs also appear in 
countless other movies, from Forest Gump to 
Runaway Bride. Not limited to the screen, 
Hal’s Broadway show Promises, Promises 
was nominated for a Tony Award and received 
a Grammy. 

Aretha Franklin, the Beatles, Frank Sinatra, 
Isaac Hayes, Patti LaBelle, Smoky Robinson, 
the Carpenters, Willie Nelson and Julio 
Iglesias are just some of the musical legends 
who have sung Hal David’s lyrics. Hal’s impact 
on the music world is truly immeasurable and 
his many accomplishments are too numerous 
to list in full. 

Hal’s notable achievements don’t stop with 
his musical career. He also donates gener-
ously of his time and effort to charitable orga-
nizations. He and his wife are founders of the 
Los Angeles Music Center, which lists him as 
a ‘‘Distinguished Patron of the Arts.’’ He is 
also a member of the Cedars Sinai Medical 
Center Board of Governors in West Los Ange-
les and a member of the Board of Directors of 
the American Society of Composers, Authors, 
and Publishers, which he formerly served as 
President. There he is known for his work on 
intellectual property protection and preserva-
tion of artists’ rights. 

Please join me in wishing him a very happy 
birthday and many happy returns. 

PUBLIC SERVICE RECOGNITION 
WEEK 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, this 
week marks ‘‘Public Service Recognition 
Week,’’ offering our Nation the dual opportuni-
ties to reflect on the richness of the public 
workforce and the upcoming challenges that it 
must confront. 

The landscape of our Nation is not just dot-
ted, but layered with the work and faces of our 
public servants. It is easy to forget, but Ameri-
cans are served every single day by public 
servants at the Federal, State, county and city 
levels, The efforts of teachers, laborers and 
police officers blend into the fabric of our lives 
seamlessly, The bravery of our Coast Guard 
saving people from rooftops, doctors guarding 
us against the advancement of epidemic dis-
ease and the men and women in the military 
protecting our Nation stand out as acts of true 
heroes. These people are all contributing to a 
common vision of making our Nation a better 
place to live. They are all public servants. 

While this week is a celebration of the pub-
lic servant, it would be a lost opportunity not 
to use this focus to address an ominous prob-
lem. Our public workforce is aging quickly and 
in the next 10 years all sectors will face a 
great ‘‘retirement tsunami.’’ In the Washington, 
DC region, 60 percent of the Federal work-
force will be eligible for retirement with ninety 
percent of its senior executives reaching re-
tirement age. Across the Nation, State and 
local governments are experiencing similar re-
tirement forecasts. 

The race to replenish these lost workers 
and their institutional experience is proving for-
midable. Alarming statistics suggest that the 
next generation of American workers is turning 
a blind eye to public service. Just 27 percent 
of young people say that someone has asked 
them to consider government employment, an 
11-point decrease since 2002. Further, only 3- 
in-10 young Americans say that they would 
work in the public sector rather than the pri-
vate sector. While we have begun to acknowl-
edge the cliff we are preparing to walk off, I’m 
not certain we understand its true depth. 

This challenge requires a new appeal to the 
American worker. A revival of public service is 
necessary, one that flows through corporate 
boardrooms and college hallways. President 
John F. Kennedy summoned a generation of 
people to give of themselves to the common 
good. Now is the time to seek a similar com-
mitment. 

I believe in public service and in people who 
contribute to an effort greater than them-
selves. As we progress deeper into this new 
century facing new and sometimes unforeseen 
challenges, our Nation will have to rely heavily 
upon the strengths of our public servants. We 
must be ready to answer that call. 

TRIBUTE TO THE NEW JERSEY 
ARYA SAMAJ MANDIR’S FIRST 
ANNUAL ‘‘ARYA SWARANJALI’’ 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me as I recognize the New 
Jersey Arya Samaj Mandir’s first annual spe-
cial event, the ‘‘Arya Swaranjali’’, which will 
take place on Sunday June 4, 2006 in Jersey 
City, New Jersey, my Congressional District. 
The ‘‘Arya Swaranjali’’ will be a time when the 
New Jersey Arya/Hindu community will gather 
together to showcase the works of talented 
artists in order to raise awareness and re-
sources for less fortunate children in the South 
American country of Guyana. 

Arya Samaj, which means a Society of 
Noble People, is a global community of orga-
nizations whose mission, based on the ten 
Vedic principles, is to improve the physical, 
spiritual and social well-being of mankind. The 
New Jersey Arya Samaj Mandir, incorporated 
in 1987, is an organization that provides cul-
tural, educational, religious, charitable and so-
cial links between the Arya/Hindu immigrant 
community and the United States. 

However, the New Jersey Arya Samaj com-
munity understands that ‘‘. . . to whom much 
is given, much is required . . .’’ Under the 
leadership of Pandit Suresh N. Sugrim, the 
‘‘Arya Swaranjali’’ will help Guyanese children 
who are unfortunately without parents. Due to 
their beneficence, many orphans will be af-
forded an improved quality of life which in-
cludes better food and clothing, comprehen-
sive education and full medical care. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the New Jersey Arya 
Samaj Mandir, Inc. for their support of the 
Arya/Hindu community. SpecifIcally, I would 
like to commend them on the ‘‘Arya 
Swaranjali’’ and the good works they will 
achieve through this event. I am proud to have 
them in my Congressional district and wish 
their organization never-ending success in 
their future endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 58TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF INDEPENDENCE OF ISRAEL 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2006 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
as a cosponsor of this legislation, I urge my 
colleagues to join me in supporting H. Con. 
Res. 392, to honor the 58th anniversary of the 
independence of the State of Israel. I would 
like to congratulate the Israeli people on this 
significant day, and join them in celebrating 
the 58th anniversary of the Jewish state. 

After nearly 2,000 years without a home-
land, Jewish independence was restored with 
the creation of Israel in 1948. The creation of 
Israel gave the Jewish people a state in the 
land where their religion, culture, and history 
date back over 4,000 years. 

In the last 58 years, Israel has faced many 
struggles: conflicts with its neighbors, terrorism 
on its borders, and problems with many 
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in the international community regarding the 
Palestinian people. 

Despite these struggles, Israel has grown 
from a state of less than a million people in 
1948, to a state of over seven million today. 
The Israeli people have created one of the 
strongest democracies in the world, renowned 
for their scientific, technological, medical and 
agricultural innovations. Their commitment to 
promoting human rights, to protecting the rule 
of law, and to open and fair elections is 
unparallel in the region and is an inspiration to 
oppressed people around the globe. 

Today, 58 years after declaring its inde-
pendence, Israel and the United States con-
tinue to share the common values and ideals 
of advancing democracy and promoting 
human rights around the globe. As our strong-
est ally in fighting terrorism, Israel, a country 
which has had to fight against terrorism and 
attacks from its neighbors for its entire exist-
ence, continues to play a vital role in pro-
moting American interests. 

In return, we must continue to help Israel in 
its struggle for security by helping reach a 
lasting peace with its neighbors so that as fu-
ture generations celebrate this day, they may 
do so without fear of the violence that has 
plagued the Jewish state since its independ-
ence. 

Mr. Speaker, I would again like to congratu-
late the Israeli people and join them in cele-
brating the 58th Anniversary of Israel’s inde-
pendence, and look forward to working with 
them for years to come. 

f 

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF 
JASON C. SHANK ON HIS AP-
POINTMENT TO ATTEND THE 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
ACADEMY 

HON. PAUL E. GILLMOR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing young man from Ohio’s Fifth Con-
gressional District. I am happy to announce 
that Jason C. Shank of Pemberville, Ohio, has 
been offered an appointment to attend the 
United States Air Force Academy at Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. 

Jason’s offer of appointment poises him to 
attend the United States Air Force Academy 
this fall with the incoming cadet class of 2010. 
Attending one of our Nation’s military acad-
emies is an invaluable experience that offers 
a world-class education and demands the very 
best that these young men and women have 
to offer. It is one of the most challenging and 
rewarding undertakings of their lives. 

Jason brings an enormous amount of lead-
ership, service, and dedication to the incoming 
class of Air Force cadets. While attending 
Eastwood High School in Pemberville, Ohio, 
Jason attained a grade point average which 
placed him at the top of his class. While a gift-
ed athlete, Jason has maintained the highest 
standards of excellence in his academics, 
choosing to enroll and excel in Advanced 
Placement classes throughout high school. 
Jason has been a member of the National 
Honor Society, Honor Roll and has earned 
awards and accolades as a scholar and an 
athlete. 

Outside the classroom, Jason has distin-
guished himself as an excellent student-ath-
lete by earning letters in varsity track, basket-
ball and golf where he served as the captain 
of his varsity team. He has also remained in-
volved in his community by actively partici-
pating in 4–H Club, his church youth group 
and Fellowship of Christian Athletes. I have no 
doubt that Jason will employ the lessons of his 
student leadership as he excels among the 
leaders at the United States Air Force Acad-
emy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Jason C. Shank on his ap-
pointment to the United States Air Force 
Academy at Colorado Springs. Our service 
academies offer the finest military training and 
education available anywhere in the world. I 
am sure that Jason will do very well during his 
career at the United States Air Force Acad-
emy and I ask my colleagues to join me in 
wishing him well as he begins his service to 
the Nation. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DR. BILLY 
CANNADAY ON HIS SELECTION 
TO BE STATE SUPERINTENDENT 
OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION FOR 
THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIR-
GINIA 

HON. J. RANDY FORBES 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend Dr. Billy Cannaday on his selection 
to be State Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion for the Commonwealth of Virginia and for 
his dedicated service to the people of Vir-
ginia’s Fourth District. 

I have had the fortunate opportunity to work 
with Dr. Cannaday on numerous occasions 
and have seen first-hand the tremendous work 
he has accomplished as Superintendent of 
Chesterfield County Public Schools. Since 
2000, Dr. Cannaday has transformed Chester-
field schools from having less than half of its 
59 schools being fully accredited by the State 
to 100 percent receiving full accreditation. 
With his leadership and commitment to re-
spect, responsibility, honesty and account-
ability, over 80 percent of Chesterfield schools’ 
graduates continue their education. 

Prior to his service to Chesterfield schools, 
Dr. Cannaday served as Director of Sec-
ondary Education, Assistant Superintendent of 
Instruction, and Superintendent of Schools for 
Hampton City Schools. He also served as 
principal of Huntington Middle School that was 
awarded a National Blue Ribbon Award for 
Excellence under his guidance. In 1972, Dr. 
Cannaday earned a B.A. in Health and Phys-
ical Education and a Doctorate in Educational 
Administration in 1990 from Virginia Poly-
technic Institute and State University. He also 
holds a Masters in Educational Administration 
from Hampton University in 1980. 

Dr. Cannaday’s accomplishments include 
being named the 2005 Virginia Superintendent 
of the Year, 2005 Region 1 Superintendent of 
the Year, 2000 Region 2 Superintendent of 
the Year and the 2000 William & Mary Profes-
sional Educator of the Year. He was also a re-
cipient of the 2004 Leadership in Arts Instruc-
tion award by the Virginia Board of Education. 

Dr. Billy Cannaday has shown remarkable 
commitment and devotion to the education of 
the students he serves. Today we recognize 
him for his heralded leadership, integrity and 
desire for excellence. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring Dr. 
Billy Cannaday. 

f 

HONORING RECIPIENTS OF 
MENTOR’S SPOTLIGHT AWARD 

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mrs. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
to honor mentor Charmaine Robin, and her 
mentee, Chris John Garcia, who have re-
ceived as Spotlight Awards from MENTOR. 
This mentoring pair was nominated by Baldwin 
School District, in my district in Baldwin, New 
York. They were selected from nearly two 
hundred nominations from across the country. 
For more than a decade, MENTOR/National 
Mentoring Partnership has been working to 
expand the world of quality mentoring. The 
idea is that with the help and guidance of an 
adult mentor, each child can discover how to 
unlock and achieve his or her potential. The 
mentoring program provides an answer to the 
many students who feel that no one cares 
about them and that they are cut off from our 
economic system. 

Prior to being matched with Charmaine, 
Chris was not participating in activities in 
schools, and was not making future goals for 
himself. With the help and advice of his men-
tor Charmaine, Chris became involved in 
many school activities, such as Future Busi-
ness Leaders of America and Varsity Track, 
and has challenged himself with honors and 
advanced placement courses. Chris plans to 
pursue a career in Physical Therapy. 

MENTOR determined Charmaine and Chris 
are a truly an outstanding match and that they 
demonstrate the positive impact mentoring can 
have on a young person’s life. I agree, and I 
could not be more thrilled to commend 
Charmaine and Chris for receiving the Spot-
light Award, and for their achievements. 

f 

JAMES H. WITTER OF HOMOSASSA, 
FLORIDA 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to honor a World War II vet-
eran and proud American patriot, James H. 
Witter of Homosassa, Florida. A Distinguished 
Flying Cross honoree, Mr. Witter unfortunately 
passed away earlier this year before he could 
receive his honor. 

As all Americans are aware, the men and 
women who fought in World War II were truly 
deserving of the term, the ‘‘Greatest Genera-
tion.’’ James Witter was no exception to this 
brave and honorable group of individuals. 

Serving in the European Theatre during 
World War II, Mr. Witter was part of a bomb-
ing run over Leipzig, Germany on February 
20, 1944. Coming under fire from German 
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